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• In 2021, the Food Systems Countdown to 2030 
Initiative (FSCI) was formed to contribute to this goal.

• The FSCI an interdisciplinary, multi-institution global 
scientific partnership to monitor global food systems.

• It is comprised of over 50 researchers from over 30 
institutions.

UN Food Systems Summit focused global attention on food 
systems and catalyzed country action to develop National Food 
System Transformation Pathways 

Monitoring progress towards transformation was essential. 



Aims of the FSCI

Provide actionable 
evidence to track 

progress, guide 
decision-makers, and 

inform transformation.

Complement other 
monitoring and 

tracking of related 
goals at global and 

regional scales.

Contribute to 
advancing the science 

of food systems 
through analyses of 

food system 
performance, 

interactions across 
different part of the 
system, and more.



FSCI uses an indicator framework holistically reflecting food 
systems and aligning closely to the UNFSS pathways

50 indicators 
tracking these areas 

were identified 
through a global 

consultative process

Examples: Cost of 
a healthy diet; 

consumption of 
sugar-sweetened 

beverages

Examples: GHGe
intensity; water 

withdrawals



Baseline report and peer-
reviewed paper published in 
2023 and available online

• Also have 2-page summaries 
in six languages 

• All indicators for all countries 
available on the Food 
Systems Dashboard and in 
Excel format



Regional 
patterns in 
selected 
Countdown 
Indicators

Show no region, or country, 
excels in all areas



FSCI offers…

• Conceptual framework for food systems 
monitoring.

• A comprehensive, actionable set of indicators 
identified through consultative process and that:

offers a feasible starting point for monitoring food 
systems at global level
complements other indicator frameworks to track 
development, health, and environmental goals.

• A menu of indicators relevant at the country level, 
which can serve as a reference point for developing 
national systems and that can be tested and 
modified to meet country needs.

• A baseline dataset to track progress on food 
systems transformation to 2030. 



October 2021
Framework 

paper

2030 
Culminating 

paper

2026 Publication

2025: 
Performance 
assessment

2024:System 
interactions

2023: State of food 
systems baseline

Indicator 
Selection

Side event @ 
UNFSS 

stocktaking 
moment (July 

2023)

2028 Publication

2027 
Publication

2029 Publication

+ Ongoing work on dissemination and 
uptake, including presentations, creation 
of briefs, training, etc., including through 

engagement with UNFSS process 

What’s next for FSCI?

Global Food 
Systems 

Conference
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Thank you

The author generated certain images used 
in the presentation with DALL-E, OpenAI’s 
art-generation model. Upon generating 
draft images, the author selected and 
edited them and takes ultimate 
responsibility for the content.
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