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Second UN Food Systems Summit Stocktake (UNFSS+4):

Global Touchpoint with National Convenors
10 July 2025
Summary Report

Introduction

The UN Food Systems Coordination Hub convened a global touchpoint, organized in two
briefing sessions, in preparation for the 2nd UN Food Systems Summit Stocktake
(UNFSS+4), which took place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 27-29 July 2025. The touchpoint
provided National Convenors and other government officials with the latest information on
preparations for the UNFSS+4, including the official programme, opportunities for
engagement by National Delegations, and logistics. Participants were briefed on the key
findings from the Voluntary Country Questionnaires and bilateral interviews with
government representatives, which informed the upcoming Report of the UN Secretary-
General on food systems transformation and the development of the UNFSS+4 Outcome
Document. The discussions highlighted the importance of alignment and readiness across
global, regional, and national levels to ensure effective participation in the Summit.

Setting the Scene

The Global Touchpoint opened with welcoming remarks by Mr. Stefanos Fotiou, Director of
the UN Food Systems Coordination Hub, who greeted participants and outlined the
objectives and agenda of the sessions. He presented the UNFSS+4 Stocktake programme
and preparation process, including final arrangements of relevance to National Convenors.

The first part of the session included updates from Italy and Ethiopia on UNFSS+4
preparations, as well as updates from the Hub on the documents feeding into the UN
Secretary General report and the UNFSS+4 Outcome document, as well as preparations for
the UNFSS+4 National Convenor session.

The morning and afternoon sessions welcomed a panel that included:

e H.E. Ambassador Lemlem Fiseha Minale, International Organizations Directorate
General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia

e Ms Alessandra di Pippo, Head of Food Security Office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation, Italy

e Ms Lena Savelli, Deputy Director, UN Food Systems Coordination Hub
Mr Khaled Eltaweel, Senior Programme Coordinator, UN Food Systems Coordination
Hub

Key Insights from Panellists

H.E. Ambassador Lemlem Fiseha Minale expressed Ethiopia’s honor in hosting the second
UN Food Systems Summit+4 Stocktake in Addis Ababa. She emphasized the Summit’s
importance in reviewing progress since the UNFSS in 2021 and shaping the next phase of
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global food systems transformation. She highlighted Ethiopia’s readiness to host the three-
day event, including field visits showcasing key value chains and the Green Legacy Initiative,
as well as high-level discussions such as the session on transforming African coffee
systems. She reaffirmed Ethiopia’'s commitment to ensuring a successful and inclusive
Summit in close collaboration with Italy, the Hub, and the UN system.

Ms. Alessandra di Pippo highlighted Italy’s honor in co-hosting the second UN Food
Systems Summit +4 with the United Nations and Ethiopia, underscoring its strong
commitment to food security and food systems transformation, key priorities of its G7
presidency. She noted Italy’s collaboration with Ethiopia, the Hub, and partners in organizing
the Summit, including a high-level event on transforming African coffee systems, and
confirmed that Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni will join the UNFSS+4 high-level opening
session.

Ms. Lena Savelli presented key findings from the Hub’s Voluntary Country Questionnaires
and bilateral interviews informing the UN Secretary-General's Report and the UNFSS+4
Outcome Document. She highlighted that 109 countries contributed through
questionnaires, interviews, and statements, reflecting strong global engagement in the
lead-up to the Summit. The analysis revealed progress in integrating food systems into
national plans, strengthening governance structures, and promoting inclusive, multisectoral
coordination. Ms. Savelli noted that close to 80 percent of countries reported active
partnerships with UN agencies, academia, civil society, food producers, and the private
sector, with growing attention to women, youth, Indigenous Peoples, and smallholder
farmers.

Mr. Khaled Eltaweel briefed participants on the National Food Systems Transformation
Convenor-led Session at the UNFSS+4, highlighting its focus on the pivotal role of National
Convenors in advancing food systems transformation. He noted that 155 countries have
appointed Convenors leading 129 National Pathways and that recent regional preparatory
meetings reaffirmed their importance.

Dialogue with National Convenors

Following the presentation on preparation updates, the Global Touchpoint transitioned into
an interactive session with National Convenors, moderated by Mr. Khaled Eltaweel. The
session offered a platform for participants to exchange insights, raise questions, and seek
clarification in preparation for the upcoming UNFSS+4.

National Convenors raised several practical questions related to participation and protocol
for the upcoming UNFSS+4. Clarifications were provided to ensure countries are well
prepared for the event. It was confirmed that official invitations are addressed to Heads of
State, while ministerial-level participation is also welcomed. Delegations were encouraged
to submit official lists early and coordinate closely with their national ministries to ensure
proper accreditation.
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Convenors also raised questions on logistical arrangements, including visa procedures,
accommodation, and transport. The Hub made reference to the UNFSS+4 Information Note,
which includes key logistical information.

The Way Forward

The Global Touchpoint concluded with a call for continued coordination and proactive
engagement in the lead-up to the UNFSS+4. The Hub, together with the Governments of
Ethiopia and Italy, reaffirmed their commitment to providing updated logistical details,
technical assistance, and tailored guidance to support countries’ preparations. Moving
forward, maintaining effective communication and alignment across global, regional, and
national levels will be key to ensuring a successful and impactful UNFSS+4 in Addis Ababa.




